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# Background Information

# Data Source/Timelines/Dissemination
# Disease Groups

# Measures

# Current Charts and Tables

# To Be Developed . . .




Annual Incidence of Influenza in Alberta
1986 - 2003
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Clinically Diagnosed Influenza in Alberta
1983 - 2003
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Rate of Emergency Department Visits
for Influenza, Alberta 1994-2003
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Number of Patients Seen in Emergency
Departments for ILI by Month, 1995-2002
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Data Source: Physician Claims

N

# One component in an overall influenza
surveillance system

# Fee-for-service data used to generate case
counts by week and RHA

# Obtained at no added inconvenience to
physicians

# Data on approx. 85% of services provided are
avallable within two weeks

# Developed in SAS
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Timelines

# Source database is updated every weekend
# Data extracted each Monday
# Report prepared each Tuesday

# Sent to Disease Control and Prevention
(DC&P) and Provincial Health Officer (PHO)
for dissemination




Dissemination

N

# Medical Officers of Health and
Communicable Disease nurses in RHA's

# AHW: DC&P, PHO, Assistant Deputy
Minister (ADM), Communications

# Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC)




Disease Groups Included

N

# Acute Respiratory Tract Infections
= (ICD-9 460-464)
# Other Upper Respiratory Tract Infections
= (ICD-9 462, 465, 470-478)
# Bronchitis
= (ICD-9 466, 490)
# Viral Pneumonia
= (ICD-9 480, 485, 486)

# Other Pneumonia
= (ICD-9 481-484)
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Disease Groups Included — cont.

# Influenza
= (ICD-9 487)
# Acute Otitis Media
= (ICD-9 382.0, 382.4, 382.9)

# Streptococcal sore throat
= (ICD-9 034)
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Measures

# Case counts by flu week for:
= Physician offices
= Emergency Departments

# Number of influenza cases per 100 patients
seen In:

= Physician offices
= Emergency Departments

# Total patients seen
# Age specific rate
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Influenza Cases by Week: Chart

Number of Influenza Cases Diagnosed by Physicians

Cases

In Alberta by Flu Week, 2003/04 and 2004/05
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Influenza Cases by Week: Tabular Data

Number of Influenza Cases Diagnosed by Physicians

In Alberta by RHA and Flu Week, 2003/04 and 2004/05
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Influenza Cases by Week: Emergency Dept.

Number of Influenza Cases Diaghosed in Emergency Departments

In Alberta by Flu Week, 2003/04 and 2004/05
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Influenza Cases by Week: Emergency Dept.

Number of Influenza Cases Diagnhosed in Emergency Departments

In Alberta by RHA and Flu Week, 2003/04 and 2004/05
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Percent of All Services Attributed to Influenza

Percent of all Services Attributed to Influenza

In Alberta by RHA and Flu Week, 2004/05

General Practitioner
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Respiratory Disorders in Emergency

Number of Cases Diagnosed with Respiratory Disorders
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In Emergency Departments by Week, 2004/05
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Age Specific Rate

Age-Specific Rate per 100,000 Population of Physician Diagnhosed Influenza
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To be Developed

N

# Need to incorporate geographies other than
RHA (postal code is captured through the
current process)

# Need to explore statistical techniques to deal
with undercounting in the most recent weeks
due to reporting lag

# More graphics, less numbers
# Written summary
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Contact Information

Ken Morrison

Health Surveillance Branch
Alberta Health and Wellnhess
24 Flr. Telus Plaza North
10025 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5J 2N3

Telephone: 780-422-4793
Fax: 780-427-1470
E-mail: ken.morrison@gov.ab.ca
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